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than 15,000 Men after a long toilsome march, should dare
to encounter the Palsgrave's Army consisting of above
25,000, and to give them an utter discomfiture, and take
Prague presently after: Whereunto Archy answered, that
he would tell them a stranger thing than that: was it
not a strange thing 'quoth he, that in the Year 88 there
should come a Fleet of 140 Sail from Spain to invade
England and that ten of these coul'd not go back to tell
what became of the rest ? . . . '
'The Duke of Buckingham/ he writes later,Mies sick
at Court where the Prince: hath no public exercise of
Devotion, but only Bedchamber Prayers; and some think
that his lodging in the King's house is like to prove a
disadvantage to the main business: for whereas most
sorts of People here hardly hold us to be Christians, if
the Prince had a Palace of his own and been permitted
to have used a room for an open chapel to exercise the
Liturgy of the Church of England it would have brought
them to have a better opinion of us; and to this end
there were some of our best Church-plate and Vestments
brought hither but never used . . ,
(There was a great Show lately here of baiting of Bulls
with Men, for the entertainment of the Prince; it is the
chiefest of all Spanish Sports; commonly there are Men
killed at it, therefore there are priests appointed to be
there ready to confess them. It hath happened often-
times that a Bull hath taken up two men upon his horns
with their guts dangling about them; the horsemen run
with lances and swords, the foot with goads. As I am told
the Pope hath sent divers Bulls against this sport of
Bulling, yet it will not be left, the Nation hath taken such
an habitual delight in it*
But still the ' business of the Match' got no further, a
Junta of Divines considering the matter. At last it re-
ported.